
OUR ETHICAL CONSCIOUSNESS AND
ACTIONS CHANGE THE WORLD:

TOWARDS THE PARTICIPATION OF ALL
PEOPLE IN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

HIGH LEVEL SIDE EVENT- JAPAN

INTRODUCTION- Ms. MASAKO MORI, SPECIAL ADVISOR TO THE
PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN REGARDING WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT

Ms. Mori gave a speech regarding women’s rights with reference to ethical
consumption. Despite widespread malnutrition worldwide, the gender
perspective has not been given. However, Japan is committed to reducing
food wastage and loss.

Ms. MASAKO KAMIYA, PART OF JAPANESE PERMANENT MISSION
TO UN CSW
Ms. Kamiya talked about the dark side of economic growth which causes-

1. Disparity



2. Environmental burden for future generations
3. Endangering the environment

We might have been avaricious in our goal to connect the world, but the
solution is ethical consumption.

Ms RIKA SUEYOSHI
Greatest threat to humanity is climate change. It causes increased risk of
poverty and loss of biodiversity. People in weak positions suffer the most.

● Eco friendly ways
● Clothes made from recycled fabric
● Reducing consumption

Mission of Ethical Association



We inspire and empower people who can think ethically, take actions
ethically, and make changes to live ethically. We will together pursue ethical
living, which is a standard of happiness, to achieve a sustainable world.

Activities of Ethical Association

1) Ethical concierge courses
2) Lecture for companies, local governments and educational institutions.





Ms. MOMONA OHTSUKA, BIG EYE COMPANY, ZERO WASTE
CENTRE-
Ms. Ohtsuka talked about Kamikatsu, a small town of 1500 people with a big
vision. The town started a zero waste mission in 2003, after open air burning
had caused widespread health problems. The town now has an 80% recycling
rate. However, 20% waste like rubber, PVC, glass, etc. cannot be recycled so
we must urge producers to avoid using these.
Three efforts for zero waste-

1. Responsible consumption and the 3 Rs
2. Transparency in disposal
3. Women’s empowerment



DR. CARL LINDBERG, UN HIGH LEVEL PANEL-
Dr. Sandberg said that primacy must be given to SDG4, Quality Education, as
it is the key to all other SDGs. UNESCO has created high quality material for
teachers and students, but governments also have to reorient education
systems to include SDGs in courses from pre-school to higher education.
SDGs must be reflected in University Laws. He mentioned two methods to
achieve this-

1. Top down process, where people in power bring about a change
2. Bottom process, where common people assert their willingness to learn



Ms TOMOMI UCHIKAWA-

JICA'S APPROACH ON GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN'S
EMPOWERMENT

1) Women's economic empowerment
2) Women's peace and security
3) Women's education and lifetime health
4) Gender responsive governance

One Village One Product

"Think globally act locally"

● Born in Oita prefecture in 1979, initiated by the governor of that time,
Mr. Morihiko Hiramatsu.



● Based on the concept of developing one village by promoting at least
one product



Question and answer round

Question 1 (by Ms. Sueyoshi):
In Sweden many people are interested in Sustainable development. Why ? Is
this because of the education policy ?
Answer (by Mr. Lindberg):
Greta Thunberg has stood up and told people to take part in sustainable
development. A little bit is because of the education policy, but major credit
goes to Greta.



Question 2 ( by Mr. Lindberg)
Ethical consumption is a part of sustainable development. How frequent are
fair trade products as compared to other products ?
Answer ( by Ms. Sueyoshi) :
Almost since 20 years fair trade products have been available in Japan. It's
available in shops. Ethical consumption is newly introduced. Fair trade is
much higher than ethical consumption currently.


